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The United Church of Christ in North Hampton
Monthly Musings From Your Pastor
During High School and College, I worked for Woolworth’s in Ipswich MA. One of my favorite times of
year was our annual inventory audit. That is when we had an outside company come in and take inventory
of EVERYTHING in the store including the stock room. Some people didn’t like it but I enjoyed counting
the pens on the shelves and looking for missing boxes in the stock room. The results of the audit told us if
we had a lot of theft, if we had too much of some items, if we needed to do a better job rotating the
inventory and so on. Some people were threatened by it, thought it reflected badly on them if their
department was lacking in some way. The truth of the matter is that it wasn’t a reflection just on one
person but the store as a team. It presented us with an opportunity to see our strengths and see where
we missed the mark. Where we could do things differently and improve the way that we each did our
jobs.
I guess that I kind of look at Lent the same way. Lent provides us with an opportunity to slow down, to
stop and reflect on our lives as Christians and to take stock of where we are, how we are doing and where
we are going. Like the store inventory, some people look at this as a bad thing, as something to be
avoided at all costs. After all, who likes looking at their shortfalls or where we have missed the mark. It is
true, Lent is that but it isn’t meant for the purpose of tearing us down because we are awful, wretched
people. It is a time to recognize and remember that we are God’s people on a journey, or as the earlier
followers of Jesus were referred to, people of the “way”.

On the way to what you ask? On the way to becoming the people that God created us to be. A people
created in God’s image meant to reflect God’s love in the world. As people of the “way” we are on the
move. Sometimes we take wrong turns, end up going down a one-way road the wrong way or we just
totally get lost. This is our chance, our opportunity to turn back, to turn around and face God again.
My prayer for us is that we will embrace Lent, that we will take it seriously as a time of prayer, of
reflection, of reconnecting with God and with one another. Not because we are inherently bad but
because we are inherently good and even good people take a wrong turn from time to time.

Come, let us take this Lenten journey together.
In Peace,
Rev. Mike

Mary’s Music Notes
Thank you for all the love shown in the music shared in February.
I am so pleased to welcome three new choir members: Carey Connor,
Tony Costanzo, and Rev. Mike. It is wonderful to have Ellen Dozet
singing with the choir again.
Thank you to Tony for sharing his guitar talents with our introit, "It's All About Love."
My gratitude goes out to Joanne O'Connor for accompanying us with her beautiful flute music.
Thank you to Sea Brass for filling in for me on February 24th.
Thank you all for welcoming my family to church on Feb. 17th. I loved having them here.
Musically yours,
Mary Oliver

Sundays
In march

March 17
First Sunday in Lent
Worship Leader: Jo-Jo Nadeau
Altar Flowers: Vick & Ray Grady

March 3

Hands-On Learning w/ Ms. Pam

Communion Sunday
Worship Leader: Jo-Jo Nadeau
Altar Flowers: Deb Sillay
Children are invited to remain in worship

March 24

Worship Leader: Dick Cote
Altar Flowers: open at time of print
Hands-On Learning w/Ms. Pam

March 10

Church Council Meeting at 11:30 a.m.

Worship Leader: Bill Boesch

March 31

Altar Flowers: Trish Jeffrey

Worship Leader: Dick Cote

Hands-On Learning w/ Ms. Pam

Altar Flowers: open at time of print

Inquirers Gathering at 11:30 a.m.

Hands-On Learning w/Ms. Pam

“It [Lent] is a time to recognize and remember that we are God’s people on
a journey, or as the earlier followers of Jesus were referred to, people of the
‘way’.” - Rev. Mike
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On February 17, 2019 the new council for 2019 met with the outgoing
council. We extended out gratitude to the outgoing members
during the annual meeting on February 3rd and we now welcome
and look forward to working with the new council members! Below
is the list of council members and their chosen ministries for 2019.
Mike Higgins, Moderator: mhiggins@oldsaltnh.com or 964-4493

Marilyn Wanyo, Clerk: marv1201@comcast.net or 964-6202
Jim Kelsey & Paul Nichols, Buildings & Grounds: Jim: jlkelsey41@gmail.com or 418-7529
Paul: cnichols.UCCNH@gmail.com or 867-5047
Gayel Cote, Faith Formation: gayelmcote@gmail.com or 205-5239
Cheryl Nichols, Fellowship: cnichols.UCCNH@gmail.com or 560-3853

Nancy Bergeron, Finance/Stewardship: jn-bergeron@hotmail.com or 964-8487
Trish Jeffrey, Missions: jeffreytrish50@gmail.com or (443) 392-5099
Sue Launi, Worship: benlauni@comcast.net or 929-0611
In less than two weeks our church put on two lovely, warm and caring receptions. The first for Rev
.Mike’s installation and the second in memory of Jackie Manix. I know firsthand both were very
much appreciated. Many hands went into these receptions. It reminds me of Thanksgiving; it takes
all day to prepare the dinner and then we finish eating it in 10 minutes.
Thank you to all who cooked, cleaned, set up, hosted, and planned. They were huge successes.
I know not everyone has the opportunity or ability to help for every reception. I also know many
would like to help but sometimes we just don’t need a lot of food. If that occurs in the future,
please know that a small monetary donation can be helpful too. We have a directed giving line for
just that type of donation. It can be used to purchase food when few people are able to help
prepare food. If you would like to donate please see Ellen Dozet, the coordinator of memorial
receptions.
As of this writing Nancy-Jane Luff and Joan Cuetara are coordinating a memorial reception for
Meridith’s family. I am so grateful for their willingness to step in while I am away. Thank you all!

Jackquilyn Manix June 2, 1934 - January 25, 2019
Meridith Beaman August 23, 1929 - February 16, 2019
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Letter of Thanks
“To the youth of our church and the hosts and hostesses of such a fantastic event at our O’Connor Vestry.
The tables were so beautiful with adornments of fresh
flowers on every table. The color and ‘hearts’ theme
was very evident everywhere. ‘Love’ was the theme
for sure and it showed. The ‘piece de resistance’ was
the very delicious meal. Every detail and combinations
of food was perfect including an orchid (to eat). We
all enjoyed it and many of us went home with a second
compliment of that adored meal. Can’t thank you
enough.
Appreciative love,

Beth Seaverns”

Valentine Luncheon
The annual Valentine Luncheon was held on Sunday,
February 10th in the festively decorated O’Connor
Vestry! Highlights of the day included a delicious meal,
delectable desserts, fresh flowers and heart
decorations galore. But the best part was the happy
conversation at each table of youth and seniors.
This tradition began as a way for the youth to thank
the seniors of our church for all the ways that they
encourage and support them. It has grown into a
favorite event for all generations.

“Dear UCC Members & Friends,
I want to express my sincere appreciation for
all the help and support you have given me
over the years in caring for Bob. First, he was
using a walker which was not fun for him, but
everone was respectful and helped him. Then,
came the wheelchair and finally his
confinement to Webster-at-Ryue. He greatly
appreciated all of you who stopped by to see
him. And he, also, loved “hosting” (in name
only) “Men’s Breakfast.” He was very grateful
to Ray Grady and the others who organized
the “event”. Although his speech and being
able to express himself declined over the
years, he was so happy and pleased to be a
part of the discussions and to be able to listen
to the exchange of ideas.
I wish that I could thank everyone personally,
but I am overwhelmed by your thoughts,
prayers, and letters, as well as your support
and help, especially these past few weeks. I
can’t thank you enough, nor fully express my
appreciation, but please know I am extremely
grateful!!
Very Sincerely,
Tibbie Field”

Another Thank You
I was quite surprised at the annual meeting when I was recognized for my work for the last two years.
While the journey was bumpy and often unexpected, it was the congregation that pulled through it all.
I thank each and every one of you for pitching in and sticking it out. So very worth the wait. Thank you
for the generous gift card to Wingate Spa; I look forward to using it.
With much gratitude, Ellen
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Inquirers Gathering
Interested in finding out more about the church and what
it means to be a member? We will be holding an inquirers
gathering on March 10th from 11:30AM to 12:15PM in the
Budd Room. Unlike when you go to check out a time
share there are no strings attached and no expectations
other than being present.

Celebration of Spring
Saturday evening, March 23rd, starting at 6PM. Come and enjoy a delicious meal of a variety of soups
(chicken/broccoli/boursin cheese soup; chili; beef stew; spaghetti soup; & many more), breads, and
desserts. While dining, the Senior High Youth Mission Trip group will entertain you with songs, games &
skits.
There will also be a Silent Auction with a variety of items on which to bid (paintings, smoked ribs, themed
baskets, gift cards, etc). SEE YOU THERE!

UCC Ladies Book Club
In February we met at Gail Hiltunen's home to discuss “Jayber Crow” by Wendell Berry. As always, we
enjoyed a pot luck brunch and social time before reviewing the book.
Our March gathering is scheduled for March 16th at Anna Pike's home. We have selected “The Tea Girl of
Hummingbird Lane” by Lisa See, author of “Snow Flower and the Secret Fan,” a book we very much
enjoyed.
The April 20th discussion will be at Mary Myer's to review “A Colored Man in Exeter,” written by a local
author Michael Cameron Ward. The North Hampton Historical Society will be hosting Mr Ward, in either
March or April. The date has still not been finalized but we will keep you updated.
All are welcome to join us. We generally meet the third Saturday of each month.

Ladies Union
The Ladies Union, a historic gathering of UCC women, meets on the 2 nd Wednesday of each month. At our
February meeting Linda Sherouse guided us in the craft of making Valentine's Day cards to share. Pastor
Mike offered grace before our meal, which was followed by our monthly business meeting. We invite all
the women of the church to join us.
Upcoming Programs:
March 13: Guest Speaker: End 68 Hours of Hunger
Ladies Union will meet at 10:45 on March 13th! At 11 AM, Michele Peckham will speak to us concerning
"End 68 Hours of Hunger" and answer any questions concerning this ongoing charitable effort. Have you
wondered if you should add things to the trunk in the front hall of our church. Where do those food
(Continued on page 7)
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(Continued from page 6)

stuffs go? In May we will be assembling shoeboxes full of summer entertainment for the children who
have been fed through this program. We will give those boxes to Michele and her volunteers to hand
them out near the close of the school year in June.
Please remember to bring your lunch and beverages and dessert will be served by our hostesses: Marcia
Forrest and Nancy Bergeron. Linda Sherouse will have devotions to share.
April 10: Guest Speaker: Deb Eaton
May 8:

Summer Activity Boxes for End 68 hours of Hunger (note we are looking for shoe boxes for this
program).

June 12: Ladies Union Outing

Open Mic Night
Friday, March 15
6:30 PM for performers to sign in
6:45 PM for performances.

Hands-On Learning
March begins with Transfiguration and Communion Sunday. Sunday the
10th is the first of the four Sundays of Lent in March. We are entering into
a time of preparation for Easter to come, which is one of my favorite
times of the year. How do we get ready? What is Lent all about? Is God
On The Move? There is so much to explore! These are a few of my
favorite things. Please read the following in the tune of the song “My
Favorite Things” performed by Julie Andrews in The Sound of Music.
Children are blessings and always expressing,
Full smiles brighten and giggles are rising,
They keep asking questions that seem to have wings,
These are a few of my favorite things.
Answers are literal, beyond peripheral,
Confusing and amusing and checking the scriptural,
The warmth of the words makes my heart want to sing,
These are a few of my favorite things.
When the paint spills, when the plan fails, when the class is loud
I simply remember pray Reverend Michael,
And yes the kids make me proud!

Having the privilege to work with all your children is one of my favorite things. I started to make available
blue folders in the back of the church sanctuary with names of the children on them. There will be plenty
of folders that will say visitor or will have blank labels on them. I will fill the folders with activity sheets so
children may have them for independent activity while in service if they need to keep wiggly hands busy.
(Continued on page 8)
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These folders will stay at the church so I can always make them available. Children are welcome to take
the activity sheets home with them. These folders may stay up in the sanctuary or if they are carried
down to Hands-On Learning that is okay too. It does not matter. I collect them all before the class starts.
THANK YOU Sarah G. for this idea!!!!!!!!! Thank you for all the volunteers that help with Faith Formation!!!!
This program would not happen without you!! I will be looking at some dates in March or April to conduct
a volunteer information night or afternoon. Once I have more information to share I will let everyone
know. If anyone thinks they are interested in volunteering to work with me in Faith Formation let me
know. For all the volunteers I have now please think of anything that you wish you had to make it easier
to volunteer. What kind of information, resources…
Blessings!
Pam Sullivan, Faith Formation Coordinator
faithformaiton@uccnorthhampton.org

Lent
March 6 - April 21
Ash Wednesday
March 6th Ashes to Go 7AM to 9AM

Our journey through Lent begins on March 6th. Rev. Mike will be
at the front of the church distributing a blessing and ashes from
7AM to 9AM. You are invited to drive by or walk by. Have extra
time and want to stop in? Feel free to gather in the sanctuary for a
cup of hot coffee!

Lenten Book Study
Join us on Tuesday’s, starting March 12th, during lent for a book study about the cross. David Lose is a
well-respected theologian and author who often offers different lenses to look at the biblical text
through. We will be gathering at 6PM for soup and will begin the study at 6:30PM. Please sign up so that
we can be sure to order enough books for everyone. There is a sign-up sheet on the Communications
table in the O’Connor Vestry. You can also sign up by emailing Rev. Mike at
revmike@uccnorthhampton.org. Someone has graciously offered to order the books so there will be no
cost to participate. We are looking for soup makers as well!

Holy Week
Look in April’s Lantern and upcoming Weekly News Emails for details about worship opportunities during
Holy Week. If you would like to help decorate the sanctuary with Easter flowers, please see Sue Launi,
head of worship, and look for order forms in the upcoming weeks for tulips, daffodils, and lilies.
April 14: Palm Sunday
April 18: Maundy Thursday
April 19: Good Friday
April 21: Easter Sunday
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What fun we have had the
last few weeks!
Rev. Mike’s Installation
Annual Meeting &
Superbowl Party
Open Mic Night
Valentine’s Luncheon
Hands-On Learning

Thanks to Pam Sullivan for
providing all the pictures!
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Missions
Volunteer Opportunities in Seacoast Family Promise
Seacoast Family Promise empowers families with children experiencing homelessness to achieve sustainable independence through a community-based response. In an effort to help facilitate that mission the
United Church of Christ in North Hampton hosts families several times a year along with other area
churches from various denominations. Hosting a family involves serving a family dinner, setting up and
cleaning up after the meal (5PM to 8PM) and spending the night to assist the family if needed (8PM –
7:30AM). Each family and hosts have their own rooms. This is a wonderful way to serve others who are in
need.
Seacoast Family Promise has been serving families in need from a range of backgrounds since 2003. They
help families who are experiencing homelessness to find stable housing and return to self-sufficiency.
Seacoast Family Promise is a 501(c) (3) nonprofit, and an affiliate of Family Promise, a national organization that operates successfully with 200 affiliates in 41 states.
We will be hosting families the weeks of April 14th – 21st and August 4th – 11th. Would you like to help?
Please contact Sherri Amjad at samjad@myseafood.com or 603-300-2225.

Seacoast Family Promise (SFP)
Thank you whole heartedly for the Meal Preparers, Hosts and Overnight Chaperones while the families
are here. Special thanks to Brenda Jardine who prepares each bedroom for our arriving guests and again
to Brenda and Ellen Dozet who wash the bed linens before and after their departure. We are blessed at
UCC with such kind and compassionate people!

As always, special recognition to Sherri Amjad, our SPF coordinator, who works tirelessly to welcome the
SFP families and keeps their week running smoothly! Also to Linda Sherouse who greeted the families
and hosts each day.
SFP greatly appreciates the gift of quarters for the SFP families who use them for the local laundromat
during our rotation.
Trish Jeffrey

Missions Council Representative

Prayer Shawl Ministry will meet as usual, 1 pm Wednesday, March 6th, in the OCV.
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March 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

8 am Men’s
Breakfast (OCV)
9 am Choir
Rehearsal (S)
10 am Worship
(S)
AW Coffee Hour

4

10 am Coffee with
Rev. Mike (OCV)
5 pm Yoga (OCV)
7 pm Boy Scouts
(C)
7 pm Cub Scouts
(G)

5

9:30 am AlAnon (OCV)
7 pm Seacoast
BISG (OCV)

Sat

1

2

7

8

9

Ash Wednesday

9 am Fitness
9:30 am Kitchen
Group (OCV)
Table Group
4 pm End 68
(OCV)
Hours of Hunger
(C)
6:30 pm Choir
Rehearsal (M)

Turn your clocks ahead on March 10!
3

Fri

6

1 pm Prayer
Shawl Ministry
(OCV)

9:30 am Kitchen
Table Group
(OCV)

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

8 am Men’s Breakfast (OCV)
9 am Choir
Rehearsal (S)
10 am Worship (S)
AW Coffee Hour
11:30 am Inquirers
Gathering (B)
Turn clocks ahead

8 am Men’s
Breakfast (OCV)
9 am Choir
Rehearsal (S)
10 am Worship
(S)
AW Coffee Hour

8 am Men’s
Breakfast (OCV)
9 am Choir
Rehearsal (S)
10 am Worship
(S)
AW Coffee Hour

10 am Coffee with
Rev. Mike (OCV)
5 pm Yoga (OCV)
7 pm Boy Scouts
(C)
7 pm Cub Scouts
(G)

10 am Coffee with
Rev. Mike (OCV)
5 pm Yoga (OCV)
7 pm Boy Scouts
(C)
7 pm Cub Scouts
(G)

10 am Coffee with
Rev. Mike (OCV)
5 pm Yoga (OCV)
7 pm Boy Scouts
(C)

9:30 am AlAnon (OCV)
6 pm Lenten
Book Study
6:45 pm Blue
Note Big Band
(C)

9:30 am AlAnon (OCV)
6 pm Lenten
Book Study
6:45 pm Blue
Note Big Band
(C)

9:30 am AlAnon (OCV)
6 pm Lenten
Book Study
6:45 pm Blue
Note Big Band
(C)

7 - 9 am Ashes
to Go
10:45 am Ladies
Union (OCV)

9 am Fitness
9:30 am Kitchen
Group (OCV)
Table Group
4 pm End 68
(OCV)
Hours of Hunger
(C)
6:30 pm Choir
Rehearsal (M)

9 am Fitness
9:30 am Kitchen
Group (OCV)
Table Group
4 pm End 68
(OCV)
Hours of Hunger
(C)
6:30 pm Choir
Rehearsal (M)

9 am Fitness
Group (OCV)
4 pm End 68
Hours of Hunger
(C)
6:30 pm Choir
Rehearsal (M)

9:30 am Kitchen
Table Group
(OCV)
5 pm Beliveau
Wedding Rehearsal (S)

2 pm Eagle Scout
Ceremony (S,V)

6 pm Celebration of Spring
(OCV)

4:30 pm
Beliveau Wedding (S)

31

8 am Men’s
Breakfast (OCV)
9 am Choir
Rehearsal (S)
10 am Worship
(S)
AW Coffee Hour
7 pm Boy Scout
Planning (B)
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The United Church of Christ
295 Atlantic Avenue
North Hampton, NH 03862
603-964-8687
adminassistant@uccnorthhampton.org

“No Matter Who You Are or Where You Are on Life’s Journey You are Welcome Here”

Staff
Pastor & Teacher

Rev. Michael Gelsomini

Music Director

Mary Oliver

Faith Formation Coordinator

Pamela Sullivan

Administrative Assistant

Ellen Dozet

Treasurer

Joanne O’Connor

Assistant Treasurer

Hope Miller

The Lantern is published monthly to keep our church community informed of ministries and programs of UCC NH
and also to report upon our life together. The deadline
for the Lantern is the third Monday of the month and
submissions can be in the form of email
(adminassistant@uccnorthhampton.org)
or
a
typed/handwritten note.
If you do not wish to receive this publication please inform us
by email (adminassistant@uccnorthhampton.org) or

