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A Light unto our Path...

Monthly Musings From Your Pastor
“The one thing that doesn’t change”
I always find this to be a challenging time of year. As Christians we are called to expectantly wait for the
one who is to come while the rest of the world has been singing Christmas music since Thanksgiving. We
are called to have time of quiet reflection and preparation as the world is spinning and racing around us.
It is also a time of tradition, which whether we know it or not changes every year. Take Christmas day for
example. When I was younger, we would always get together with my cousins, uncles and grandmother
from Quincy. Each year, we would alternate between Quincy and Ipswich. I always liked the years that we
were in Ipswich because I had longer to play with my new toys! As we got older, that tradition changed.
Not everyone could make it each year, as we each got married, we went our own ways and just stayed at
our own homes with spouses and girlfriends joining. After getting married, we would spend time with my
sister-in-law and in-laws in addition to spending time with my parents. To be honest, my mother didn’t like
sharing me very much. When my children were born, we spent Christmas morning at our house. Then
there was the year that my mother died, the year that my brother moved away, the year that my father
died, all changes to what once was. Over those years, new traditions were born, each having a faint flavor
of the one before.
The one thing that hasn’t changed over the years? Who I was waiting for and who came. Christ, the prince
of peace. Some years I wasn’t ready to feel that love and peace in my heart. Some years I hoped and
prayed that Christmas would just be over because things were so much different than the way they used
to be. Yet Christ came!
So no matter what has changed for you over this past year, no matter what you are going through right
now. Know that one thing won’t change. The one we are waiting for will come!
May you be filled with expectation and anticipation as we wait.
In Christ,
Rev. Mike

Sundays in December
Worship Leader: Dick Tharp

12/2

First Sunday in Advent
Youth are invited to remain in worship for communion

Flowers: Gail & Neil Hiltunen

12/9

12/16

Second Sunday in Advent

I always look forward to the music of Advent and
Christmas.

Flowers: Drysdale Trust Fund

Dec. 1st: North Hampton tree lighting at the
bandstand at 4:30 p.m. - all are welcome to come
and sing songs of the season.

Third Sunday in Advent

Flowers: Mattoon Trust Fund
Church Council Meeting after coffee hour
Fourth Sunday in Advent/Christmas Pageant
Children will remain in worship
Flowers: Higgins

12/30

I am so grateful to all who participated in music
making in November including the choir, the
congregation, Joanne O'Connor, John Sillay, and
Rob Wright.

Hands On Learning in the Garden Room

Hands On Learning in the Garden Room

12/23

Mary’s
Music
Notes

First Sunday after Christmas
Hands On Learning in the Garden Room

Flowers: ?

Office Closed:
December 25-31
Church Closed:
December 25
December Due Dates:
Bulletin Announcements due Tuesday, Dec 18 for
December 23 & 30 bulletins

Lantern Articles for January are due December 10
Annual Reports due December 15

The Lantern - December 2018

Dec. 23rd : The tone chimes will play. It is also
pageant Sunday.
I prefer to rehearse on
Thursdays before choir (5:30) or on Sundays after
church (11:30), but can be flexible. Please let me
know if you'd like to play tone chimes on Dec.
23rd by emailing:
musicdirector@uccnorthhampton.org

Altar Flowers
Almost every Sunday there is a new arrangement
of flowers that graces the altar table. Ten weeks
out of the year these arrangements are paid for
by monies left to the church by past members.
Eight to nine weeks out of the year, parishioners
bring an arrangement to Little River Chapel in the
summer. The rest of the weeks (other than
Easter and Thanksgiving) are arrangements that
are sponsored by parishioners. Often the flowers
are dedicated in honor/memory of a loved one or
in celebration of a significant birthday or
anniversary. Sometimes they are sponsored
without a dedication. We have one more week
that is open for sponsorship, 12/30. The cost is
$40 and the money can be put into the offering
plate as long as it is identifiable. Please call the
church office with your dedication and sign up on
the Worship board or call the office.
The 2019 flower schedule will be up in the Vestry
on December 1st. Please consider signing up.
Thank you. ~ Ellen Dozet, Admin. Assistant
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Greening the Church for Advent
Christmas is an exciting time of year. It is a time to celebrate traditions as well as to create some new ones.
This year we will be greening the church as we usually
do. One change that you will notice are some Advent
and Christmas banners which have been purchased in
the loving memory of David O'Connor. Why the new
banners? The large wreaths that we have hung in the
past are very messy. They drop pine needles for weeks
and are being cleaned up for months after Christmas.
Additionally, they are over the heaters and get dried
out quickly which makes them a fire hazard. We are grateful for David and all who took part in assembling
these wreaths in the past. The banners, which will be hung in David's memory, will help to appropriately
reflect our walk through Advent into Christmas and Epiphany.
The other thing that you will notice is a new Advent Candle Stand which was graciously donated by the
Ladies Union. Why the new stand? In the past, Advent candle lighters were restricted to people who
could safely make it up the chancel steps. The Advent Stand allows us to put it on the floor so that everyone can be included in this special tradition!
In Peace,
Rev. Mike and the Worship Committee

Christmas Eve Service
Blue Christmas
This year we will have our Blue
Christmas service on Friday,
December 21 at 7 p.m.
Please look in upcoming weekly
worship bulletins and weekly email
news for more details.

It's beginning to look a lot like Christmas!
Join us on Monday the 24th at 6PM for our
Christmas Eve Service! We will celebrate the
birth of our savior with a candle light
service of lessons and carols!
Come and be filled with the
Christmas Spirit.
All are welcome!

Storm Closings
If travel to attend worship has the potential to be treacherous, we encourage you to make the safest decision for you. Rev. Mike is able to walk to church and therefore will be here for worship on Sundays.

During the weekdays, the church will follow the North Hampton school system’s closings. If the school is
closed for the day, so will the church be. We do not want the staff to drive during treacherous conditions. When the school is delayed we will open at 9 a.m. instead of 8 a.m. giving our plow person more
time to plow. When this decision is made, it will be listed at the bottom of the TV screen on Manchester’s
WMUR TV, channel 9 and it will also be listed on their website.
The Lantern - December 2018
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Giving at Christmas!
Watch for our Christmas tree stars
in the vestry this year starting the
week after Thanksgiving. Our gifts
will be going to Seacoast Family
Promise and Rockingham
Community Action to be distributed
to local children in need. More details to follow. See
Wendy Crowley or
Sherri Amjad with
any questions.

Youth Mission Trip
THANK YOU to our generous faith
community that continues to support
our youth. We made 250 apple pies on
Saturday. We appreciate the financial
boost you give us for our annual
mission trip, as well as the spiritual
support you so freely give. We hope
the pies are yummy as well.

Prayer Shawl Ministry will meet on
Wednesday, December 5th at 6 p.m. This
Christmas gathering is at Gail Hiltunen’s, 1
Woodridge Lane, North Hampton. We’ll
share dinner and then fellowship time,
knitting by the fire.
If you would like to learn more about this
Ministry, please join us that evening. If you’d
like to learn how to knit, we’re happy to
teach you!
Gail Hiltunen, 964-6909
The Lantern - December 2018
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UCC Book Club
The UCC bookclub met in the Budd Room in
November for a lively discussion of A Traitor's
Wife by Allison Pataki. We will be meeting on
December 15th at Nancy Bergeron's home to
share Christmas stories and reflect on a year of
good reads! Please feel free to join us, all are
welcome. Here is a list of upcoming good reads
for 2019:
th
 January 19 at Beth Seavern's home: Eleanor
Oliphant is Completely Fine by Gail
Honeyman
th
 February 16 at Gail Hiltunen's home: Jayber
Crow by Wendell Berry
th
 March 16 at Anna Pike's home: book TBD
th
 April 20 at Mary Myers' home: A Colored
Man in Exeter by Michael Cameron Ward please note that the North Hampton
Historical Society will be hosting Mr.
Cameron, a local Author, at one of the spring
programs for the community.

Will meet again on December 12
11 a.m.
In the Vestry
All women are welcome
Please bring your favorite Christmas decoration to make our gathering more festive as
well as your Christmas/Brunch dish. Bring a
favorite Christmas Story to share!

Love a Parade?
Well this is your chance to be in one! We will be
marching in the Hampton Christmas parade on
December 1st and our theme is the walking nativity! This is an event for all ages. You can dress in
costume and be part of the nativity, you can help
carry our banner or walk in a UCC North Hampton t-shirt. It is sure to be a wonderful time and
will get you in the Christmas spirit.

Interested? There is a sign up sheet on the communication table. You can also sign up by emailing Rev. Mike.

The Ladies Union would like to thank
everyone who took part in this year’s Fall Fair.
It was very successful due to all the people
who worked and supported the Fair, from
setting up and breaking down the tables,
being present at the tables on Fair Day,
donations to the various tables, sewing
crafts, cooking. Thank you to all participants,
both workers and shoppers. Proceeds will go
to special charities and to support our youth
in their various programs.

Hope Miller and Joan Cuetara, co-chairs
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Hands-On Learning
The First Sunday of December is the beginning of Advent. Through activities, crafts and much more we
will be answering these questions.
 What are we preparing for during Advent?
 What are we looking forward to?
This year our impromptu Christmas
 What can we do to prepare?
Pageant will take place in worship on
Our focuses during Advent, in order, are
December 23. No rehearsals! Just come
 Hope
to worship that Sunday morning. More
 Peace
details will be available in upcoming
 Joy
Faith Formation and the church’s weekly
 Love
email news.

Christmas Pageant

The topic of Love will fall on the 23rd of December which is the same day as the Christmas Pageant so we
will discuss the topic of Love on the 30th. The Garden Room will be transforming into a winter
wonderland again. Please come and visit the Garden Room to enjoy the sight.
Volunteers will be needed to help with the pageant this year! These are the questions that would be
extremely helpful to me if filled out by the congregation.
 Yes I plan to be in the pageant Yes I plan to help with the pageant
 No I will not be here for the pageant
 I might be here to be in the pageant
 I might be here to help with the pageant
Our Special Agents of God will be taking a little break for this month unless a special mission should arise.
I cannot wait to celebrate this beautiful time of the year with everyone.
Blessings,
Pamela Sullivan, Faith Formation Coordinator
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December 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

12:30 pm
Christmas
Parade
6 pm Private
Party (V)

2 Hope

3

4

5

6

7

8

9 Peace

10

11

12

13

14

15

16 Joy

17

18

19

20

21

22

23 Love/

24 Christmas 25 Christmas 26

27

28

29

8 am Men’s
Breakfast (V)
9 am Choir
Rehearsal (S)
10 am Worship
(S)
AW Coffee Hour

8 am Men’s
Breakfast (V)
9 am Choir
Rehearsal (S)
10 am Worship
(S)
AW Coffee Hour

8 am Men’s Breakfast (V)
9 am Choir
Rehearsal (S)
10 am Worship (S)
AW Coffee Hour
4 - 6 pm Christmas
Caroling

Pageant

8 am Men’s Breakfast (V)
9 am Choir
Rehearsal (S)
10 am Worship (S)
AW Coffee Hour

30

8 am Men’s
Breakfast (V)
9 am Choir
Rehearsal (S)
10 am Worship
(S)
AW Coffee Hour

5 pm Yoga (V)
7 pm Boy
Scouts (C)

5 pm Yoga (V)
7 pm Boy
Scouts (C)

5 pm Yoga (V)
7 pm Boy
Scouts (C)

8:30 am Al-Anon
(V)
7 pm Seacoast
BISG (V)

8:30 am AlAnon (V)
6:45 pm Blue
Note Big Band
(C)

8:30 am AlAnon (V)
6:45 pm Blue
Note Big Band
(C)
Dec. 30 bulletin
articles due

Eve
6 pm Christmas
Eve Service (S)

6 pm Prayer
Shawl Ministry
(Hiltunen’s)

11 am Ladies
Union (V)

9 am Fitness
9:30 am Kitchen
Group (V)
Table Group (V)
4 pm End 68
Hours of Hunger
(C)
6:30 pm Choir
Rehearsal (M)

9 am Fitness
9:30 am Kitchen UCC Book
Group (V)
Table Group (V) Group
4 pm End 68
(Bergeron’s)
Hours of Hunger
(C)
Annual Report
6:30 pm Choir
Articles Due
Rehearsal (M)

9 am Fitness
Group (V)
4 pm End 68
Hours of Hunger
(C)
6:30 pm Choir
Rehearsal (M)

9:30 am Kitchen
Table Group (V)
7 pm Blue
Christmas
Service

9:30 am Kitchen
Table Group (V)

Church Office Closed

31
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Out of the Ordinary Due Dates and Closings
Lantern articles due Monday, Dec. 10
Bulletin articles for Dec. 30 bulletin due Dec. 18
Annual Report Articles due Dec. 15
Church Office Closed Dec. 25 - Jan. 1 Open Jan. 2
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The United Church of Christ
295 Atlantic Avenue
North Hampton, NH 03862
603-964-8687
adminassistant@uccnorthhampton.org
www.uccnorthhampton.org

“No Matter Who You Are or Where You Are on Life’s Journey You are Welcome Here”

Staff
Pastor & Teacher
Music Director
Faith Formation Coordinator
Administrative Assistant
Treasurer
Assistant Treasurer
Sexton
Moderator
Clerk

Rev. Michael Gelsomini
Mary Oliver
Pamela Sullivan
Ellen Dozet
Deborah Chase
Hope Miller
Dick Cote
Rob Wright
Marilyn Wanyo

The Lantern is published monthly to keep our church
community informed of ministries and programs of
UCC NH and also to report upon our life together.
The deadline for the Lantern is the third Monday of
the month and submissions can be in the form of
email (adminassistant@uccnorthhampton.org) or a
typed/handwritten note.
If you do not wish to receive this publication please inform us
by email (adminassistant@uccnorthhampton.org) or
phone (603-964-8687) Thank you very much.

