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Monthly Musings From Your Pastor
It is Sunday afternoon and I am getting ready to go on vacation. I wasn’t sure
what I wanted to write about until I realized that this September will mark the
year anniversary of Sara and I joining this community of faith and I can say for
the both of us that we truly feel blessed. Webster’s defines community as “a
unified body of individuals: such as a group of people with a common
characteristic or interest living together within a larger society”. It takes time
to, “become” part of a community. Time to get to know one another, time to
discover and connect with common values. When Jesus first started forming a
new community around him, it was clear that this community was part of the
world but much different from the rest of society. It was a community built
on love, the love of God and the love of one another. It was a community
based on sharing, equality and forgiveness. Yes, it was much different than
the society of Jesus’ time and our society today. The community we call the
United Church of Christ in North Hampton is a community based on Jesus’
values. Sara and I felt that from the beginning but this past year has been full
of nothing but examples. Examples of people caring for one another,
extravagant welcome, putting others first, reaching out to the community
and supporting one another in a time of need.
Not unlike Jesus’ day, we are different than the culture we live in. Think about
it, we go out of our way to gather for worship every week to hear stories and
messages of God’s love and grace. We take time to look outward and to
extend a welcome; opening doors where others close them out of fear. We
gather trusting in God and one another while our society tells us not to trust
and to be afraid, very afraid. Are we perfect? No, we are not, but we are
grounded in something greater than ourselves and it shows.
Sara and I are truly blessed to be a part of something so special and so are all
of you. I think that sometimes we get into the “routine” of church and we
take that for granted. Take time to tell one another and to recognize the
blessings and gifts as we gather back at the “Big Church” this month. Let’s
not take what we have for granted.
Peace and Blessings,
Rev. Mike

September
Events
9/5 Choir Starts
9/7 Game Night
9/8 Men’s Breakfast
begins
9/11 Ladies Union
Begins
9/14 Movie Night
9/18 CRASE Training
9/20 Open Mic Night
9/21 UCC Book Group
9/27 Red Cross Blood
Drive

Fall
Events
10/2 Prayer Shawl
Ministry Begins
11/2 Ladies Union Fall
Fair

Church News

We move to North Hill Parish September 1
10 AM WORSHIP

Join us for coffee hour after worship
295 Atlantic Avenue
North Hampton

Budd Room Blooms
The plans to re-furbish the Budd Room are in full swing! The Committee has met this
summer and has projected a time line for completion of the project. As of this time,
approximately one half of the funds required to complete the full Budd Room update
have been raised. The fund raising deadline will be May 1, 2020, with the hope that the
remaining funds needed will be raised by then. The final design will depend on the
amount available. It is projected that construction will begin early next summer. At that
time, a complete room cleanout and book shelf inventory willbe necessary, with most of
the current furnishings to be donated.
The Budd Room Blooms Committee is excited about the opportunity to make the Budd
Room a warm, inviting and welcoming space in our church. If anyone is interested in
helping with this project, please speak with Rev Mike or a committee member. The next
fundraiser will be the Calendar sale and drawings to be held in October.

Look for more information and updates in the coming months.
Budd Room Blooms Committee:
Rev Mike
Sara Gelsomini
Vicki Grady

Gail Hiltunen
Chris and Jim Kelsey
Joanne O’ Connor
Cheryl and Paul Nichols

Calendars will be
available for sale
every Sunday after
worship during coffee
hour. Winners will be
drawn in October.

Marilyn Wanyo
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Fall Opportunities
Mary’s Music Notes
I’d like to thank the following people who sang and performed music this summer:
Jo-Jo Nadeau, John J. Martin, John N. Martin, the choir, Deb Eaton, Pam Sullivan, Carey Connor,
Tony Costanza and Joan Ross. Your efforts and music were appreciated by all.
There have been seven regular members of the music theory class this summer. I have really
enjoyed my time with them. They will be playing tone chimes in church on September 8th.
Choir will be starting up again. The following is the early September schedule:
th
 Sept. 5 6:00 pm: Pot luck dinner followed by rehearsal; dessert will be provided
th
 Sept. 12 6:30 pm: Choir Rehearsal
th
 Sept. 15 9:00 am: Choir Rehearsal; this is the first Sunday the choir will sing
The choir rehearses from 6:30 to 8:00 pm on Thursday evenings and Sunday mornings at 9 AM.
ALL are invited to be part of the choir. Please consider joining us.
Musically yours, Mary Oliver

Game Night September 7th at 6:30 PM
It's always a night of big laughs when you and your friends get together to
find out who's secretly an artist (and who really isn't!) Pictionary, the beloved
game of quick sketches and hilarious guesses. Come join in the fun!!!!

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Prayer Shawl Ministry meets the first Wednesday of the month, from October to May. We will
be gathering on Wednesday, October 2nd at 1 PM in the O'Connor Vestry. We are an active
group of knitters who create prayer shawls for those who are ill or grieving. They are also
given to celebrate a friendship, a marriage or baptism.

Recently we learned that Veterans entering hospice care are recognized for their service to our
country with a small ceremony and a prayer shawl is given to the veteran at that time. As a
summer project this year, we made red, white and blue shawls, which were given to Hospice.
If you would like a prayer shawl for a friend or family member, please contact: Gail Hiltunen,
964-6909 Judy Hawes, 964-2247, or Carol McCarthy, 772-3692.

The UCC Book Group’s September gathering will be held at Anna Pike's home on
the 21st. We will be discussing Pachinko by Min Jin Lee for September and October.
The October date, October 19th, will be hosted by Gail Hiltunen at her home.
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Church News
Church Parsonage
The parsonage of the United Church of Christ in North Hampton is now the Gelsominis’
home at 107 Post Road. But this has not always been so.
When Nathaniel Gookin became the first settled pastor in North Hampton in 1739, the
people agreed “to procure a convenient parsonage of at least ten acres of land, and fence
the same, and build upon it a suitable house and barn for Mr. Gookin’s use.”
A house was built on Hobbs Road in 1741, and in 1742 a barn was added. Rev. Gookin married three times, and had eleven children, and needed additions were added to the parsonage. Eventually, in 1763, the parsonage was moved to be nearer the church, opposite
the site of where the next parsonage would be built in 1803.
Jonathan French became the fifth pastor in 1801. In 1803, a new parsonage was built, just
east of the church, using material from the old house. Reverend French married Rebecca
Farrer that year, and they also went on to have eleven children. With the eventual separation of church and state, under the Toleration Act of 1819, the North Hampton Congregational Society was formed in 1835. Reverend French continued as minister and the
“Town” sold the parsonage to the Society.
In 1898, during the ministry of David Evans, the old parsonage was torn down and a new
one built. It was described as the “finest in state,” reflecting the “enlightenment and advance” in North Hampton. At its opening celebration a letter was read from John French,
the son of Reverend French, about the parsonage built in 1803 for his parents. This new
parsonage proved too expensive to maintain, however, and in 1923-24 it was sold, where
it remains at 293 Atlantic Avenue. There was no parsonage at all until 1939, when a very
small two-bedroom parsonage was built at 40 Hobbs Road.
It took some time for the church to build a larger parsonage. In 1965 a proposal for such
was voted down by secret ballot. But in 1970 a special church meeting voted to have New
England Homes build a new parsonage on Post Road and to dispose of the Hobbs Road
house. In 1971 Reverend Guth, his wife Millie, and their children Gene and Stacey, moved
into their new home, which remains the UCC parsonage today. The names of all the inhabitants since then have been recorded on the back side of the cellar stairs for posterity.
J. Boesch, Church Historian
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Fall Opportunities
Altar Flowers Openings: September 1st, 22nd and 29th
Altar Flowers may be given in remembrance of a loved one or to honor or celebrate a special
person or event.
The flowers are delivered each week by a local florist with whom we have a standing order.
When you've signed up for giving the gift of Altar Flowers, you may pick up the flowers from the
altar after church that Sunday after the service.
A sign up calendar is on the bulletin board in the O’Connor Vestry (to the right of the name
tags). The months of September through December have some openings.
Flowers are $40 and one can submit that by check in the offering plate. A check can be made
out to UCC North Hampton, with a memo that it is for altar flowers or leave it in the office.
Please contact Gail Hiltunen, 964-6909, if you have any questions.

Greeters and Ushers
Since we will be worshipping at "the big Church", we will again ask people to sign up to be
Greeters and Ushers.
While we are at Little River, the sign-up poster is in the east entry of the Church. Then back to
the Vestry. Or call Hope Miller, 964-5948, to volunteer.
Being a Greeter or Usher gives you an opportunity to meet regular attenders as well as
welcome those who are new.
Thank you,
Joan Cuetara and Hope Miller, co-chairs

Red Cross Blood Drive: Friday, Sept. 27, 2019, 2-7 PM
In the O’Connor Vestry

(soup/chowder will be served-volunteers needed)

Please Give Blood !

The American Red Cross is a not-for-profit organization that shelters, feeds and provides emotional support to victims of disasters; supplies about 40% of the nation’s blood; teaches skills
that save lives; provides international humanitarian aid; and supports military members and
their families.

Every 2 seconds someone in the US needs blood. To schedule an appointment
please call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or visit redcrossblood.org.
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Zimbabwe Mission Update - Good
News/Bad News!

Church News

Pictured below is a part of the Zimbabwe shipment that was sent from many NH UCC
Churches in September, 2017 from Keene, NH. Connie Littlefield (UCC Wakefield) facilitated the release and distribution of some of the boxes from storage, when she visited in
April 2019 through her non-profit organization Project KZ (www.projectkz.org)
UCC North Hampton sent 13 boxes to Zimbabwe; 9 to Emerald Church UCCZ. According to
Wilfred Sukuta at least 3 were received. As viewed above, all the boxes had been opened
by Zimbabwe custom officials and apparently many had been redistributed for storm (Idai)
relief victims.
Please note there is a Ukama Regional Meeting planned for September 12, 2019 at the
Brentwood-Kingston United Church of Christ, 197 Middle Rd., Brentwood, NH. 5:30 - 7:30
PM. This is a wonderful opportunity for local Churches to share stories and be updated on
the Ukama Partnership in the NHCUCC.
Janet Sanborn

End 68 Hours of Hunger Summer Program
Many thanks for the generous donations throughout the summer from our parishioners.
The donations were greatly appreciated by the four families that participated in our
program.
Special thanks to Lydia Estey, Melissa Lajoie and Sara Gelsomini for assisting in the
coordination and delivery throughout the summer.
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Fall Opportunities
Confirmation Opportunity this Fall
This fall we will be starting a new confirmation class for youth in grades 8 and 9. Confirmation
is a time of exploration when youth learn about their faith. At our baptism, we receive an outward and visible sign of God's love for us as others make promises to raise us in a life of faith.
Through our confirmation, we claim our faith as our own. If you have a child that would like to
participate please contact Rev. Mike at revmike@uccnorthhampton.org.

Dinner with Rev. Mike and Sara
One of the many things that I love about church is something that can’t always be found in
other places. What is it? A deep-rooted sense of community. A community that is built not only
on our human relationships but also our relationship with God. One of the other things that I
love is church dinners. A chance to sit down with people, break bread and share a meal. Each
time we do that we are building relationships.
Both Sara and I feel very blessed to be here and one of the things that we would like to do is to
get to know everyone better. What better way than to share a meal together. Starting in
September and over the next 12 months we will be sending out invitations to have you join us
for dinner. The goal is to have groups of 10 – 15 people once a month until we have had an
opportunity to share a meal with everyone!
There is no agenda other than to get together and to connect with one another. What do you
have to do? It’s easy. When you receive an invitation, RSVP and then show up on the night of
the dinner. That’s it!
Whose being invited? Members, both active and inactive and people who attend the church
but are not members. Simply, everyone. Please note that we need your contact information in
order to send you an invitation. If you are not in the church directory or if you haven’t filled out
an information form yet please do so and return it to the church office.
Both Sara and I are looking forward to sharing a meal with you!
In Peace,
Rev. Mike and Sara

Movie Night September 14th at 6:30 PM
BREAKTHROUGH is based on the inspirational true story of one mother’s unfaltering love in
the face of impossible odds. When Joyce Smith’s adopted son John falls through an icy Missouri lake, all hope seems lost. But as John lies lifeless, Joyce refuses to give up. Her steadfast
belief inspires those around her to continue to pray for John’s recovery, even in the face of
every case history and scientific prediction. From producer DeVon Franklin (Miracles from
Heaven) and adapted for the screen by Grant Nieporte (Seven Pounds) from Joyce Smith’s
own book, BREAKTHROUGH is an enthralling reminder that faith and love can
create a mountain of hope, and sometimes even a miracle.
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Faith Formation!! 2019 - 2020
I hope everyone had a wonderful summer!! We are entering The Season of
Creation as we come back to North Hill Parish. Hands on Learning will resume
on September 8th as we follow the Seasons Of The Spirit curriculum.


September 1st Ocean Sunday This Sunday is Communion Sunday and there
will be no Hands-On Learning however independent worksheets will be
made available in the back of the Sanctuary.

 September 8

th

is Fauna and Flora Sunday! Hands-On Learning will be held
in the Garden Room. I will cover some of the lesson on the Wisdom Of The
Ocean from the prior week. How can we not! We love the ocean!!



September 15th is Storm Sunday



September 22nd is Cosmos Sunday
th

 September 29 is Keeping Focused Sunday…….Squirrel!!!

New Registration Forms need to be filled out for all children attending HandsOn Learning. There have been some slight changes in the form that will better
help us meet the needs of your children.
Hands-On Learning Volunteers Needed!!! I am in need of volunteers for
Hands-On Learning. If you are interested in helping please see me for more
information e-mail me at faithformation@uccnorthhampton.org
Ideas for this Fall I would like to have a Volunteer Information meeting. It
would be helpful to get an idea of who would be interested and the best
times to meet. There are guidelines for volunteers and requirements needed
to work with our children to assure healthy teaching in a safe environment.
Children will be presented with Bibles that do not have one already . (TBA)
I am very excited to start this new school Faith Formation year!!!
Blessings,
Pamela Sullivan, “Ms. Pam”
Faith Formation Coordinator
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Ladies Union News
Women of the Church--All are Welcome at Ladies Union

Fall Fair November 2
May 3--Ladies Union Sunday

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!
Sept. 11 First meeting of 2019-2020 Year!!
Hostesses Marion Kelley, Carolyn Brooks, Joan Cuetara

Devotions: Janet Sanborn

Crafts at 10 AM/ speaker at 10:45 AM/ lunch at 12:00 followed by business meeting.

Meeting Dates:
Oct. 9
November 13
December 11

January 8
February 12
March 11
April 8

May 13
June 10

Please bring your calendar as help is needed to prepare crafts for the fair in between the regular
meetings listed above.

Be sure that Hope Miller or Linda Sherouse has your email address or knows you need phone notification as you will receive information prior to each meeting telling you what is planned. They would
also like to have your address and birthday (month and day only) in order to celebrate with you in
your special month!!
Looking forward to seeing you at the September meeting!!
Linda D. Sherouse, LU President
shfamily@comcast.net
cell 603.502.5560

The members of the Ladies Union have begun planning for their Fall Fair to be
held on Saturday, November 2, 2019. On the following page is a list of the
individual tables at the fair and the person(s) in charge of them. Please speak
to these people if you feel that you can help, either by working that day or by
helping ahead of time. Or you can always contact Joan or Hope.
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Ladies Union News

Fall Fair Information Continued


List of Tables
 Crafts - Carolyn Brooks, Sue Brooks, Joan Gilman


Baked Table - Marty Pound, Jean Booker



Choice Treasures - Deb Armstrong
 Jewelry - Joanne Dewhurst, Karin Moulton, Jody Nordstrom


Baskets - Nancy Bergeron
 Luncheon - Betsey Davis, Lydia Estes, Sara

Gelsomini, Gail Hiltunen



"Soup to Go" - Margaret Gray, Linda Sherouse, Mary Oliver
 Cookie Walk - Karen Jones, Marcia Forest


Silent Auction - Anna Pike, Bettiann Donahue, Nancy Bergeron



Publicity and Sign out front - Janet Sanborn



Set Up Friday, Nov. 1, 1:00 - Joan Cuetara and Hope Miller



Clean Up - Joan Cuetara and Hope Miller

Please volunteer to help by making crafts, food, donations, etc. or by coming on November 2 and
joining the fun while you shop. We appreciate any help and/or contributions.
We are accepting jewelry, ready to sell or broken. Items can be left for Hope during church office
hours or by calling Hope Miller, 964-5948.
All money from the Fair goes to support various groups within and outside the church, such as yarn
for the Prayer Shawl Ministry, Summer Campers, special missions, Food Bank etc.
Joan Cuetara and Hope Miller, co-chairs
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
10 am Worship
(S)
11:15 am Coffee
Hour (OCV)

2
Labor Day:
Church Closed

3
9 am Al-Anon
(OCV)
7 pm Seacoast
BISG (OCV)

4

5
9 am Fitness
Group (OCV)
6 pm Choir
rehearsal (M)

6
9:30 am AA
(OCV)

7
11 am Rugby
Parking
6:30 pm Game
Night (OCV)

8
8 am Men’s
Breakfast (OCV)
10 am Worship
(S)
11:15 am Coffee
Hour (OCV)

9
5 pm Yoga (OCV)
7 pm Boy Scouts
(C)

10
9 am Al-Anon
(OCV)
6:45 pm Blue
Note (C)

11
11 am Ladies
Union (OCV)

12
9 am Fitness
Group (OCV)
6:30 pm Choir
rehearsal (M)

13
9:30 am AA
(OCV)

15

16

8 am Men’s
Breakfast (OCV)
9 am Choir
rehearsal (S)
10 am Worship
(S)
11:15 am Coffee
Hour (OCV)
11:30 am Council
Meeting (B)

5 pm Yoga (OCV) 9 am Al-Anon
7 pm Boy Scouts (OCV)
(C)
6:45 pm Blue
Note (C)
Lantern Articles
Due today

22

23

8 am Men’s
Breakfast (OCV)
9 am Choir
rehearsal (S)
10 am Worship
(S)
11:15 am Coffee

5 pm Yoga (OCV) 9 am Al-Anon
7 pm Boy Scouts (OCV)
(C)
6:45 pm Blue
Note (C)

29

30

Pastor’s Sabbath

14
11 am Rugby
Parking
6:30 pm Movie
Night (OCV)

Pastor’s Sabbath
17

18

19

20

21

6 pm CRASE
training (OCV)

9 am Fitness
Group (OCV)
6:30 pm Choir
rehearsal (M)

9:30 am AA
(OCV)
6:45 pm Open
Mic Night (OCV)

9 am UCC Book
Group (Pike’s
Home)

Pastor’s Sabbath
24

25

26

27

28

9 am Fitness
Group (OCV)
6:30 pm Choir
rehearsal (M)

9:30 am AA
(OCV)
2 - 7 pm Red
Cross Blood
Drive (OCV)
6 pm Wedding
Rehearsal (S)

5 pm Wedding
(S)

8 am Men’s
5 pm Yoga (OCV)
Breakfast (OCV) 7 pm Boy Scouts
9 am Choir
(C)
rehearsal (S)
10 am Worship
(S)
11:15 am Coffee
Hour (OCV)
1 pm Karaoke (V)

Bulletin & Weekly E-News
Announcements due weekly on
Wednesdays
Lantern Articles Due Sept. 16
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B: Budd Room
C: Charrier Hall
G: Gold Classroom
GR: Garden Room







M: Music Room
OCV: O’Connor Vestry
PR: Prayer Room
P: Pastor’s Office
S: Sanctuary
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The United Church of Christ
295 Atlantic Avenue

North Hampton, NH 03862
603-964-8687
adminassistant@uccnorthhampton.org

“No Matter Who You Are or Where You Are on Life’s Journey You are Welcome Here”

The Lantern is published monthly to keep our church community informed of ministries and programs of UCC NH
and also to report upon our life together. The deadline
for the Lantern is the third Monday of the month and
submissions can be in the form of email
(adminassistant@uccnorthhampton.org) or a
typed/handwritten note.
If you do not wish to receive this publication please inform us
by email (adminassistant@uccnorthhampton.org) or

Staff

Pamela Sullivan

Faith Formation Coordinator

Mary Oliver

Music Director

Rev. Michael Gelsomini

Pastor & Teacher

Joanne O’Connor

Treasurer

Ellen Dozet

Administrative Assistant

Assistant Treasurer

Hope Miller

