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The United Church of Christ in North Hampton
Monthly Musings From Your Pastor
In the past, I have always dreaded the month of February. It is cold, it often snows, and I don’t get
outside as much as I would like to. Christmas is over, Lent hasn’t started yet so I wait often feeling stuck
and trapped. Over the years I noticed that this isn’t true for everyone. Those who ski, those who go to
Florida, those that snow mobile or snow shoe love this time of year because they are embracing it.

So, for the month of February I have decided to make a conscious effort to focus on something that I can
embrace from the warmth of the parsonage. What is it you ask? Gratitude. Webster’s defines gratitude as
the state of being grateful. Hmm…. Gratitude is a state of mind. One’s state of mind can often be
affected by what one chooses to focus on. So, what if we all focused on gratitude this month. How
would that change things in our lives and our world. It is a hard and difficult time right now. Many people
are unhappy with what is going on in our country, as I write this the government is still shut down. People
are out of work, some tapping into their savings just to survive. But as people of God, we are called to be
grateful, even when we don’t feel like it. Many of the Psalms talk about gratitude, take PSALM 107:1: “Oh
give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever!” So this month I choose to
focus on gratitude. For my family and my church family and all that they are to me. For the many
ministries of this body of faith. For the Valentine’s dinner which will be held this month, for Seacoast
Family promise and all the people that will help make that happen. For the folks who have served on
council and for the new council members coming in. For the church staff and all that they do everyday
behind the scenes. For being a part of people’s lives during the peaks and valleys. It is so easy once you
get going!
What do you find yourself being grateful for? In your own life? In the life of the church? In God’s world?
In Christ,
Rev. Mike
Thank you!!!!!! On behalf of myself and my family I want to thank you all for a
wonderful installation service and reception. Thank you to Mary, the choir and all
who participated in the service. Thank you Deb and Ellen for coordinating the
reception. Thank you all who brought food for the reception and all of you who
helped set up and clean up. Thank you to all of my church family, family, friends
and association members who attended. I am sure I am forgetting something or
someone so thank you too! I am most grateful to God for bringing us all together. I am truly blessed!
Thank you. Rev. Mike

Mary’s Music Notes
Thanks to all who participated in and attended the Epiphany Choral
Celebration. It was a wonderful event. Many thanks to Amy Pruszenski
who stepped in as soloist when one choir member got sick. There were
several people from other churches who kindly played piano and claves,
too. I loved singing with the massed choir!
I appreciate John Sillay playing guitar for "They'll Know We Are Christians by Our Love" this month.
The choir was happy to celebrate Rev. Mike's installation by singing his requested song, "I'm Gonna Live
So God Can Use Me".
I am looking forward to the choir singing two new anthems in the month of February.
As always, I am grateful to all who dedicate their time and talents to singing in the choir. We are always
looking for new members, so please consider joining us.
Musically yours,
Mary Oliver

Sundays in January
Worship Leader: Beth Seaverns

2/3

Scout Sunday/Annual Meeting

Hands On Learning in the Garden Room

Scout Breakfast - all are invited!

Flower Opportunity!

Youth are invited to remain in worship for communion

Church Council Meeting

Flowers: Chisholm Trust Fund

Seacoast Family Promise Families Arrive

Annual Meeting
Pre-Game Super Bowl Party

2/10

2/17

2/24

Hands On Learning in the Garden Room
Flowers: Karin Moulton

Hands On Learning in the Garden Room

Flowers: Cindy Macfarlane
Valentine’s Day Dinner

UCCNH Annual Meeting
Sunday, February 3, 2019
After Worship in the Sanctuary
When the meeting is adjourn we will gather
downstairs in the O’Connor Vestry for a
Super Bowl Party .
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Can you sponsor
the altar flowers
on February 17?
Please contact
Ellen in the church
office.
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Ladies Union
The Ladies Union meets on the 2nd Wednesday of each month. We gather at 11:00 AM for a social time or
program. Pastor Mike offers grace before we open our lunch bags to share a meal. Each month different
hostesses offer a theme and decorations for the meal, as well as dessert. The meal is followed by our
business meeting. Our main focus each year is the Fall Fair, where funds are raised to assist us with our
varied mission projects, scholarships for youth missions, and support of the church. We invite all the
women of the church to join us.
Upcoming Programs:
February 13:
March 13:
April 10:
May 8:
June 12:

Making Valentine Cards
Guest Speaker: End 68 Hours of Hunger
Guest Speaker: Deb Eaton
Summer Activity Boxes for End 68 hours of Hunger (note we are looking for shoe boxes
for this program).
Ladies Union Outing

You are Invited to Rev. Mike's Out of Office Hours
One of the things that I love about the out of office hours is that I never know who is going to stop by and
say hello. It is a wonderful to be able to gather for a cup of coffee and casual conversations. For the next
several months I will be holding them in the vestry on Monday’s from 10AM to 12PM. Won’t you join me!
Are there other times that we can meet? Of course, there is! You can always call the office to see if I am
available or to schedule an appointment. I am happy to meet at the church office, your home or a coffee
shop. You let me know what is convenient for you. Many people say that they don’t want to bother me.
Well you aren’t. I look forward to getting to know everyone on an individual basis so please don’t let that
stop you. You don’t even need a reason other than wanting to say hello.
I hope to see you! Rev. Mike

Open Mic Night
Friday, February 15
6:30 PM for performers to sign in
6:45 PM for performances.
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Annual Meeting Rescheduled/Super Bowl Party
The Annual Meeting has been rescheduled for Sunday February 3rd following worship. What? That's Super
Bowl Sunday and the Patriots are playing! So let's get together for a a little Patriots pride before the big
game. You are invited to wear your favorite Patriots gear to worship that morning. Following the annual
meeting we will gather for a little pregame in the O'Conner Vestry. Pizza will be served and a drawing will
be held for a few small door prizes just to make things fun! You will need to be here to enter your name
and win!
No matter who you are, football fan or not, Patriots fan or not, you are welcome here!

Scout Sunday
Pancake Breakfast, Sunday, February 3, 2019, beginning at 8:30 AM. To show our appreciation to UCC,
North Hampton for supporting our programs, Troop 162 and Pack 162 are providing a Pancake Breakfast
before church on Sunday, February, 3, 2019, which is Scout Sunday. We hope to see you there!

UCC Ladies Book Club
In January we met at Beth Seavern's home to discuss “Eleanor Oliphant is Completely Fine” by Gail
Honeyman. It was a quirky, interesting book worthy of a lively discussion!
We will be gather on February 16th at Gail Hiltunen's home to discuss “Jayber Crow” by Wendell
Berry. This author is an American novelist and poet, as well as a farmer. He is a prolific writer and is the
author of several novels, short stories and poems.
Our March gathering is scheduled for March 16th at Anna Pike's home. The book selection has not been
determined at this time.
The April 20th discussion will be at Mary Myer's to review “A Colored Man in Exeter”, written by a local
author Michael Cameron Ward. The North Hampton Historical Society will be hosting Mr. Ward, in either
March or April. The date has not been finalized but we will keep you updated.
All are welcome to join us. We generally meet the third Saturday of each month.

Fellowship Night - February 17, 2019 - 5:30 PM
What are we doing?
Potluck and Reverse Charades
Please join us on Feb 17th to enjoy dinner and laughs. We will be hosting our Seacoast Family Promise
guests that night. If you haven't played Reverse Charades here is what you need to know, there is no
experience necessary, you are working together as a team, if you don’t get the answer...it's okay. The
biggest thing is... be prepared to laugh. It's tons of fun and all ages are welcome. If you have any
questions please contact Deb Eaton at 603-531-1014 or DAEaton1@comcast.net.
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Lenten Bible Study
Join us on Tuesday’s during lent for a book study about the cross. David Lose is a well-respected
theologian and author who often offers different lenses to look at the biblical text through. We will be
gathering at 6PM for soup and will begin the study at 6:30 PM. Please sign up so that we can be sure to
order enough books for everyone. There is a sign-up sheet on the Communications table in the O’Connor
Vestry. You can also sign up by emailing Rev. Mike at revmike@uccnorthhampton.org. Someone has
graciously offered to order the books so there will be no cost to participate. Please note that we will be
ordering books February 22nd. We are looking for soup makers as well!

Saturday, February 23, 2019 - Prepared to Serve
9:00 am (Registration and Refreshments 8:00 am - 8:45 am)
Pembroke Academy
209 Academy Road, Pembroke, NH 03275
Prepared to Serve is a wonderful day full of varied workshops sponsored by the NH Conference UCC. It is
designed for those simply interested in the content to church leaders who wish to broaden their
understanding of the role of the church in today’s culture. Topics Include new forms of worship in music,
questions about Islam, immigration concerns, church insurance, ways to include the community,
confirmation classes, church fund raising, listening to the Holy Spirit, personal boundary issues, and the
environment. Check out the event brochure for more content. Information will be on the
communication table in the vestry. You can register on line or call Cindy Bradley at 603-225-6647 x1100
for assistance.
Download the Event Brochure or visit the Registration website.
Registration: Register online by following the registration link at www.nhcucc.org. All major credit cards
and personal checks will be accepted. *If you do not have access to the internet, please contact Cindy
Bradley at 603-225-6647 x1100 for assistance.
Online Registration: Individuals registering online before February 13, 2019 at 11:59 PM will pay a reduced
fee of $40/person. If the registration fees should prohibit your ability to attend this event please contact
Ann Desrochers at 603-715-9526 or email events@nhcucc.org for assistance.
Day-of Registrations: Individuals registering after the close of online registration (February 13 th) will need
to wait until the day of the event to register. The “Day-Of” registration fee is $55/person.
Refreshments & Lunch: The registration fee includes a continental breakfast, refreshments, and a full
buffet lunch or optional boxed lunch.
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Hands-On Learning
How perfect! February a month of Love, that is what God is all about. I will be updating everyone on a
weekly basis of the lessons and activities for Hands-On Learning. I am using a new e-mail address that
should be up and running with no glitches this month. Our classroom is growing with children’s participation. It is so wonderful to see so many smiling faces! I cannot help but say it again; I am so blessed to have
the privilege to teach your children.
Pamela Sullivan
Faith Formation coordinator
faithformation@uccnorthhampton.org

Reverse Charades Night
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Missions
Red Cross Blood
Drive

SEACOAST FAMILY PROMISE
Our first rotation after our 2018 break will be February 17 - 24
If you are interested in helping out, please contact Sherri
Amjad or Rev. Mike.

The first American Red Cross Blood Donor Drive for 2019 is scheduled for Friday Feb. 8, 2-7 PM. As usual
soup/chowder will be served. Volunteers for home baked cookies are still needed. Please contact Janet
Sanborn if you can assist.

“ Every 2 seconds someone in the U.S. needs blood. When a patient receives blood, It was given in advance by a generous donor. Despite the constant need, for the past four years, new and returning Red
Cross blood donors declined by approximately 80,000 each year.”
To ensure the safety of both patients and donors. There are some requirements donors must meet based
on their donation type.
For Whole Blood Donation:
 Donation frequency: Every 56 days
 You must be in good health and feeling well
 You must be at least 16 years old
 You must weigh at least 110 lbs.
Power Red Donation:
 Donation frequency: Every 112 days, up to 3 times a year; 2 times/year for male donors under age
18
 You must be in good health and feeling well
 Male donors must be at least 17 years old in most states at least 5’1” tall and weigh at least 130 lbs.
 Female donors must be at least 19 years old, at least 5’5” tall and weigh at least 150 lbs.
To learn more about eligibility criteria for donating blood; eg. tatoos, travel, medications, medical conditions visit redcrossblood.org or Call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767)

Prayer Shawl Ministry will meet as usual, 1 pm Wednesday, February 6th, in the OCV.
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February 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

1

2

7

8

9

9:30 am Kitchen
Table Group
(OCV)

3Scout Sunday 4
8 am Men’s
Breakfast (B)
8:30 am Pancake
Breakfast
9 am Choir
Rehearsal (S)
10 am Worship
(S)
AW Coffee Hour

10 am Coffee with
Rev. Mike (OCV)
5 pm Yoga (OCV)
7 pm Boy Scouts
(C)
7 pm Cub Scouts
(G)

58:30 am Al-

10

11

128:30 am Al- 13

14

15

16

17

18

19Articles for 20

21

22

23

8 am Men’s
Breakfast (OCV)
9 am Choir
Rehearsal (S)
10 am Worship
(S)
AW Coffee Hour
2 pm Valentine’s
Day Dinner

8 am Men’s
Breakfast (OCV)
9 am Choir
Rehearsal (S)
10 am Worship
(S)
AW Coffee Hour
11:30 am Council
Mtg (OCV)

24

8 am Men’s
Breakfast (OCV)
9 am Choir
Rehearsal (S)
10 am Worship
(S)
AW Coffee Hour

10 am Coffee with
Rev. Mike (OCV)
5 pm Yoga (OCV)
7 pm Boy Scouts
(C)
7 pm Cub Scouts
(G)

Church Closed for
President’s Day
Lantern Articles
Due

Anon (OCV)
7 pm Seacoast
BISG (OCV)

Anon (OCV)
6:45 pm Blue
Note Big Band
(C)

6

Sat

1 pm Prayer
Shawl Ministry
(OCV)

11 am Ladies
Union (OCV)

March 3rd
bulletin due
8:30 am AlAnon (OCV)
6:45 pm Blue
Note Big Band
(C)

9 am Fitness
Group (OCV)
4 pm End 68
Hours of Hunger
(C)
6:30 pm Choir
Rehearsal (M)

9 am Fitness
Group (OCV)
4 pm End 68
Hours of Hunger
(C)
6:30 pm Choir
Rehearsal (M)

9:30 am Kitchen
Table Group
(OCV)
2 - 7 pm Red
Cross Blood
Drive (OCV)

9:30 am Kitchen
Table Group
(OCV)
6:30 pm Open
Mic Night

9 am Fitness
9:30 am Kitchen
Group (OCV)
Table Group
4 pm End 68
(OCV)
Hours of Hunger
(C)
6:30 pm Choir
Rehearsal (M)

9 am UCC Book
Group

Prepared to
Serve
5:30 pm
Fellowship
Night (OCV)

Seacoast Family Promise here January 17 - 24

25

10 am Coffee with
Rev. Mike (OCV)
5 pm Yoga (OCV)
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268:30 am Al- 27
Anon (OCV)
6:45 pm Blue
Note Big Band
(C)

28

9 am Fitness
Group (OCV)
4 pm End 68
Hours of Hunger
(C)
6:30 pm Choir
Rehearsal (M)
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The United Church of Christ
295 Atlantic Avenue
North Hampton, NH 03862
603-964-8687
adminassistant@uccnorthhampton.org
www.uccnorthhampton.org

“No Matter Who You Are or Where You Are on Life’s Journey You are Welcome Here”

Staff
Pastor & Teacher
Music Director
Faith Formation Coordinator
Administrative Assistant
Treasurer
Assistant Treasurer
Sexton
Moderator
Clerk

Rev. Michael Gelsomini
Mary Oliver
Pamela Sullivan
Ellen Dozet
Joanne O’Connor
Hope Miller
Dick Cote
Rob Wright
Marilyn Wanyo

The Lantern is published monthly to keep our church
community informed of ministries and programs of
UCC NH and also to report upon our life together.
The deadline for the Lantern is the third Monday of
the month and submissions can be in the form of
email (adminassistant@uccnorthhampton.org) or a
typed/handwritten note.
If you do not wish to receive this publication please inform us
by email (adminassistant@uccnorthhampton.org) or
phone (603-964-8687) Thank you very much.

